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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana 70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax    (225) 387-4742








October 03, 2018





A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, 
October 3, 2018.  In the absence of President John Grezaffi, Vice President Bill Flynn called the meeting to order and declared a quorum.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge
Kenneth Gordon


West Baton Rouge

Spencer Harvey


Ascension

Karen Jewell


Iberville

Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin



Harry Marionneaux


Iberville 
Earl Matherne


Assumption

Jody Meche



St. Martin

Absent: 

John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee

Daniel Hebert


Iberville

Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING


Tony German


CPRA
William Tyson


Executive Director

Nicholas Rockforte


Levee Board Attorney

Richard Sparks


Levee Board Operations Superintendent

Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager
Crissi Canezaro


Administrative Program Specialist
Tiffany Weber


Administrative Program Specialist
Kristy Jewell


Human Resource Analyst

                                                                    * * * * 
Vice-President Bill Flynn asked for public comments.  Hearing none, he proceeded with the agenda.  

                                                                    * * * * 
After review, Commissioner Jody Meche asked that the minutes be amended to reflect that he was not in attendance at the September meeting.  He moved, seconded by Commissioner Spencer Harvey and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the September 12, 2018 meeting as amended and to publish the minutes in the official journal.  
                                                                    * * * * 
The Angelle Family was unable to be present at the meeting to receive a Sympathy Resolution.

                                                                    * * * * 
A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held on Wednesday, September 26, 2018 at 4:00 pm at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  Chairman Harry Marionneaux called the meeting to order.  The following members were present:
Harry Marionneaux, Chairman

Daniel Hebert, 1st Vice Chairman

Karen Jewell, 2nd Vice Chairman

Earl Matherne, Member

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chair

John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chair

Absent:

Moise LeBlanc, Member 

Also Present: 

Commissioner Spencer Harvey

Commissioner Kenneth Gordon

Nicholas Rockforte, Levee Board Attorney

Kristy Jewell, Human Resource Analyst

Tiffany Weber, Administrative Program Specialist

Richard Sparks, Levee Board Operations Superintendent

William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board

1) Discuss Bike Path Policy – Mr. Nicholas Rockforte advised the committee that we now have a request from the City of Plaquemine and several in the process for bike paths.  We have a cooperative endeavor agreement which has been revised with additional stipulations and we can review that again.  Mr. Rockforte said he feels we need to send a letter to each entity advising them that we will require proof of ownership in a manner sufficient to us.  (For example, we could require title information going back 100 years or a person with a good title today).  This would need to be reviewed on a case by case basis.  We do not want this to fall back on us so that the levee board is involved in a lawsuit.  Mr. Rockforte said the only way to correct this in the long run is through legislation, since the statute gives the levee district with the servitude the only authority.  

The second provision to include in the policy would be a requirement that they give the landowner full disclosure that the landowner may have a right to compensation.  The parishes are pushing back on this, but the committee agreed that this needs to be included.  Mr. Will Tyson suggested to include a provision that the landowner sign a document indicating if they waive their right to compensation.  Mr. Rockforte said he would draft a letter for the board’s review, including these items.  The committee felt this should be in the form of a bike path policy instead of a letter.  Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to authorize the levee board attorney Mr. Nicholas Rockforte to draft a bike path policy and to bring it to the full board for their review and approval.  

In reference to the Plaquemine request for a bike path, Mr. Tyson advised the committee that the Corps will most certainly require a 408 permit and ask for a letter from our agency stating we have no objection to the concept of the project.  They are talking about doing direct paving on the levee crown.  

2) Discuss Right of Entry request from Corps of Engineers – Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Daniel Hebert and unanimously carried to approve a request from the Corps of Engineers to park on our servitude while dredging the shipping channel.

There being no further business to come before the committee, upon motion by Commissioner Daniel Hebert, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.  

Respectfully submitted,
/s/Harry Marionneaux, Chairman


/s/Daniel Hebert, 1st Vice Chairman

/s/Karen Jewell, 2nd Vice Chairman 


/s/Earl Matherne, Member 
/s/John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman

/s/Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman

Commissioner Harry Marionneaux advised the board that the Executive Committee minutes reflects their discussion of a bike path policy and approval of a right of entry request by the Corps of Engineers.  Mr. Nicholas Rockforte presented a draft of the cover letter and bike path policy for the board’s review.  He asked that the board let him know of any changes they wish to make so that a final determination can be made at the next board meeting.  Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the Executive Committee minutes of September 26, 2018 as presented.  

                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Will Tyson advised the board of a levee inspection October 22-25, 2018.  Commissioners who wish to attend should notify the office staff so that arrangements can be made.  He further presented four requests for right of entry by the Corps of Engineers.  Commissioner Spencer Harvey moved, seconded by Commissioner Jody Meche and unanimously carried to approve the right of entry request for environmental/vegetative surveys in connection with the Mississippi River Tributaries.  Commissioner Kenneth Gordon moved, seconded by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc and unanimously carried to approve the right of entry request to repair levee slides on W52 in St. Martin Parish.  Mr. Tyson said that in reference to the right of entry request for Seepage Control project LS 5803+00 and 5890+00, he is waiting on additional drawings and plans to meet with the Corps.  Commissioner Kenneth Gordon moved, seconded by Commissioner Joey Meche and unanimously carried to approve the request, subject to review by the Levee Board Executive Director, President and Attorney upon receipt of revised drawings and meetings with officials in the parish.  The fourth request is for right of entry for Seepage Control project in Ascension Parish through Donaldsonville.  Commissioner Spencer Harvey moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the request subject to review by the Levee Board Executive Director, President and Attorney upon receipt of revised drawings showing the construction access easement line without impacting the building.  
                                                                    * * * * 
Tony German of CPRA had no report.

                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Nicholas Rockforte, Levee Board Attorney, advised the board that the court has ruled on the West Baton Rouge Parish bike path.  However, they can appeal to the 1st Circuit Court of Appeals.  If they fail to appeal before the deadline, then this is final.  He noted we previously discussed the proposed bike policy which is being considered.  

                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Rockforte presented a Memorandum of Amendment to Oil, Gas and Mineral Lease with Interstate Explorations, LLC for the board’s consideration.  The amendment states that if this is not completed by January of 2019 royalties will increase from 25% to 28%.  Commissioner Jody Meche moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to approve the amendment and authorize the President to sign the document on the Board’s behalf.
                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Will Tyson advised the board that when we recently ordered Ford trucks, a mistake was made by the dealer and they were ordered with cloth seats.  Mr. Tyson said it will cost an additional $473.  Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Jody Meche and unanimously carried to approve the additional cost for cloth seats.
                                                                    * * * * 
Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Spencer Harvey and unanimously carried to authorize the staff to advertise for a grazing lease in Pointe Coupee Parish.

                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Will Tyson advised the board that the ALBL Annual meeting will be held December 5-6, 2018 in New Orleans.  

                                                                    * * * *
There being no further business to come before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Jody Meche and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.
____________________________________           ____________________________________

Janice Jarreau, Secretary


           John Grezaffi, President

____________________________________

Linda Alwood, Contract Stenographer 
An Equal Opportunity Employer

